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n o m i n a t ed  t h e  I r i sh                
Bookseller of the year in 2000. 
He is now the manager of an 
Eason shop in recently opened in       
Portlaoise, employing 25 staff. 
John has worked with Irish Pub-
lishers for many  children’s book 
festivals and ran a very     suc-
cessful children’s festival in Co 
Laois for more than 6 years. He 
has been involved in World Book 
Days since its creation and since 
2005 has been President of the 
E u r o p ean  B o o k sel l er s               
Federation. 

 
The seminar will take place on 
Monday the 14th of April at    
1 5 : 3 0 - 1 6 : 3 0  i n  t h e                  
Westminster room, Level 1, Earls 
Court One. 

(Source:IBF newsletter) 

The prof essi onal  semi nar          
organised in partnership with the 
London Book Fair and the      
Booksellers Association of the 
UK and Ireland will take place on 
Monday the 14th of April at 
3.30pm. “Back to Basics”  will 
concentrate on the fact that basic 
bookselling skills should not be 
forgotten in the future because 
they may be required more often 
to   encourage consumers to visit 
brick and mortar bookshops.  

 
The speakers for this seminar    
include: 

�
F a b i a n  P a a g m a n 
(www.paagman.nl) who was born 
and reared in a bookshop and is 
the third generation owner of 

Paagman Bookstore in The 
Hague, in the         Netherlands. 
The first     Paagman store was 
opened in 1951 by his grandfa-
ther.  His father   subsequently 
added office supplies and station-
ary to his retailing    activities.  
Paagman i s a successful            
independent bookseller on the 
high street in The Hague    em-
ploying 110 staff. He has ex-
panded on his grandfather’s ini-
tiative and has added CDs and 
DVDs to the list of products 
offered to customers.   Fabian will 
share with participants his views 
about basic bookselling skills 
with the participants. 

 
John Mc Namee who opened his 
f irst bookshop in Portaoise 
(Ireland) in 1986 and was      
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Town Book fair. The Director of 
the Norwegian Booksel lers       
Association Ms. Randi S Ogrey 
extended the invitation to  enable 
her  members begin interaction 
with African  booksellers with a 
possi b i l i t y  o f  f or mi ng               
partnerships in areas of mutual 
concern, for example training and 
sharing of information on book 
selling trends. 
 
It is expected that Mrs. Nyariki 
will visit the Booksellers training 
school in Oslo with a view to 
learning the modalities of how the 
school was established and how it 

PABA Chair person Mrs. Lily 
Nyariki who is also the Bookshop 
Manager at Moi University Book-
shop in  Eldoret Kenya, has been 
invited by the Norwegian Book-
sellers Association to celebrate 
with them the World Book Day 
which falls on 23rd April of every 
year. 
 
This invitation comes after     
discussions that were held in Cape 
Town - South Africa in June last 
year on the occasion of the     
I n t e r n a t i o n a l                          
B ook sel l er s Feder at i on           
Conference held during the Cape 

is currently run and managed. 
This visit will provide a grand 
opportunity for learning for 
PABA as it grapples with    estab-
lishment of its own training pro-
gram for Africa Booksellers. 
 
While there, it is expected that the 
PABA chair will give a talk on 
booksell ing trends in some        
selected countries in Africa. This 
first visit should usher a new era 
of partnership between PABA 
and o t her  B ook sel l er s             
Associations world wide. PABA 
is thankful to this welcome ven-
ture. 

Make a date with the 
Cape Town � � � � �� � � �  

14th –17th June, 2008 
words create worlds 

For more information visit: 
 www.capetownbookfair.com 
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PABA C/O Moi University Bookshop 
Main Campus, Off Kesses Road 
P.O. Box 3900 
Eldoret – 30100, Kenya 
 Tel: +254-53 43122 
Tel/Fax: +254-53- 43047/43259 
Mobile: +254-733-712117 
E-mail: lnyariki@gmail.com  
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Promoting Rights and Welfare of Booksellers  



PABA newsletter  
For sometime now mem-
bers and the book frater-
nity have not seen nor read 
the PABA newsletter, This 
is highly regretted and 
hopefully this should not 
happen again. The chair-
person of PABA has now 
taken responsibility of en-
suring that the newsletter 
becomes regular again. It 
will now continue to  
 appear in this new elec-
tronic format four times  
year. 
 

PABA membership 
We want to congratulate 
those of PABA members 
who have consistently paid 
their subscription. Among 
these are: - 

·  South Africa Book-
sellers Association 
SABA) 

·  Moi University Book-
shop 

·  Q Books 
For PABA  to meet its 
obligations to its member-
ship it is imperative that all 
members  pay up their sub-
scriptions promptly. At the 
back of this newsletter 
there is an invoice for your 
use. Please rise up to the 
challenge and make your 
subscriptions now in order 
to be counted. 
 

Lessons from other  
countr ies. 

Some members have ques-
tioned the value of PABA 

and what it offers to its 
members. The question 
should be: What have you 
done for PABA so it can 
begin to be relevant and a 
necessity to its member-
ship? 
     We would like to re-
mind PABA members that 
the International Booksell-
ers Federation (IBF) , the 
European booksellers Fed-
eration (EBF) and SABA 
among others, thrive on 
their members subscrip-
tions.  PABA has no option 
but to follow this example. 
Donor funding is no longer 
forthcoming and we just 
have to depend on our-
selves now and in the fu-
ture. 

� � � � � � � � � 	

Recently the Delhi High 
Court has placed an ex-parte 
interim injunction restraining 
a distributor from exporting 
any publications to any coun-
try outside the territory 
specified on each book. The 
injunction makes it quite clear 
that the export of these 
books to countries not speci-
fied on the cover is not per-
missible under Indian law. 
 
I am bringing this matter to 
your attention because we are 
aware that many of these 
shipments from India are 
destined for booksellers in 
African countries. There is a 
concern that if these South 
Asian editions enter your 
individual markets they will 
have an adverse effect on 
local bookselling industries 
through artificial price wars in 

the markets. 
 
The publishers affected are 
agreed that the situation has 
become intolerable and are 
prepared to take firm action 
against booksellers that sell 
SAEs extraterritorially, and 
distributors that import such 
books.  
 
We do believe however, that 
if we can work together  
on these issues it is possible to 
continue to grow a healthy, 
robust and mutually beneficial 
local educational book mar-
ket. As a beginning, we ask 
that you be aware that pub-
lishers are taking these mat-
ters very seriously indeed, and 
we would be grateful if you 
could pass this message to 
your members.  
 (Take note and educate your members) 

We welcome views and comments on these and other relevant issues pertinent to 
bookselling around Africa and elsewhere. Please contact: Lily Nyariki.- Email: 
Lmnyariki@gmail.com—Compiler & Editor 
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‘PABA has no 

opt i on  but  t o 

f o l l o w  t h i s 

exam pl e. Don or  

fundi ng i s no 

longer  for t hcom ing 

and we just  have 

t o depend on  

ourselves now and 

i n  t he fut ure’  

‘ A s  a 
beginning, we 
ask  that  you  
be aware that  
publishers are 
tak ing these 
matters very 
s e r i o u s l y 
indeed, and 
we wou ld be 
gratefu l if you  
cou ld pass 
th is message 
t o  y o u r  
members.’ 

.�

In May of last year Mumbai 
Customs in India intercepted a 
shipment bound for Ethiopia 
from a major Indian distribu-
tor. The shipment was found 
to contain a substantial num-
ber of books that bore a notice 
forbidding their sale outside of 
certain South Asia territories, 
including India.  
 
The seizure of this shipment, 
and several others since, was 
made on behalf of The Pub-
lishers Association’s members 
whose books are frequently 
affected by such illicit ship-
ments. 

Unfai r  pract i ces  
Protest from UK 

Publishers Association 
(Excerpts from their  letter ) 
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The conference aims at     inform-

ing and inspiring     participants on 

key issues in the book trade. The 

2008  conference is jointly         

organised by the European and the 

International      Booksellers Fed-

erations in partnership with the   

Koninklijke Nederlandse Boekver-

kopersbond (Royal Dutch Book-

sellers            Association), which 

is kindly hosting the event. 

 During 3 intense working days, 

this yearly appointment will give 

participants a chance to look again 

at the state of bookselling and 

learn and discuss the       necessary 

strategies booksellers need to 

adopt in order to adapt their busi-

ness models to           technological 

innovations in particular due to 

increased digitization and the 

greater role virtual            distribu-

tion will be soon playing within 

the book market. 

 The conference will take place in 

Amsterdam, the “Venice of the 

North”  and this year’s World Book    

Capital City, from the 11th to the 

14th of June 2008. 

This is also a fantastic           op-

portunity to listen to the key play-

ers of the Dutch book chain talk 

about their        industry, learn how 

promotion is organized, visit the 

Centraal Boek Huis and    discuss 

the RFID (Radio Frequency  Iden-

tification) at its early stage. 

Delegates will stay at the      beau-

tiful Lloyd Hotel,       centrally 

situated in the    fashionable heart 

of          Amsterdam’s Eastern       

Docklands Area. 

WHO IS THE CONFERENCE 

FOR?  

·  Booksellers 

·  Publishers 

·  Wholesalers and            
distributors 

·  Organizations involved in the 
promotion of reading 

·  Book trade professionals 
  
Early bird rate: 1 May 2008 
  
The programme and the          
registration forms are      available 
on www.ebf-eu.org and      
www.ibf-booksellers.org 
   

Committee in   Mississippi from 
1963 to 1966.  In 1967 after 
having travelled in Afrika, she 
began formal study of the nature 
of Afrikan Civilisation in the at-
tempt to determine how the proc-
ess of culture formation could be 
used to achieve            self-
determination for Afrikan people 
in the Continent and the Dias-
pora.  She suggests that her 
other work ‘Let the Circle be 
Unbroken' be used as a frame of 
reference from which to approach 
Yurugu: An Afrikan-Centred 
Critique of European Cultural 
Thought and Behaviour. 
 
Since 1995 she has been con-
cerned with the challenge of the 
healing of Afrikan people.  She 
lectures on the MAAT/MAAFA/
SANKOFA paradigm, which she 
has developed as a context for 
understanding the nature of the 
construction, destruction and 
reconstruction of Afrikan      Civili-

Authors of Interest  
 
Professor Marimba Ani, author of 
the critically acclaimed Yurugu, 
which came back into print in 
2007, undertook a week-long 
lecture tour of the UK from 20th 
March to 26th 2008 under the 
auspices of Centerprise Literature. 
 
She kicked off her tour with a    
lecture at Ocean Venue, 270 Mare 
Street, Hackney, London E8 on 
Friday 21 March 2008.  Dr Ana’s 
classical work, Yurugu, is even 
more relevant today than ever 
before as the face of European 
world aggression becomes uglier.  
Her book rips away the mask of 
global white supremacy and a 
must read for all Afrikans and all 
enlightened people of other races. 
 
Dr Ani has been involved in the 
Afrikan Liberation Movement since 
her work as Field Organiser for the 
Student Non Violent  Coordinating 

sation.  Her newest      publica-
tion is an edited work, To be 
Afrikan. 
 
In a telephone interview with Dr 
Marimba recently she        com-
mented: ‘I am looking   forward 
to this exciting tour, thanks to 
Centerprise Literature which will 
give me an          opportunity to 
meet old friends and make new 
ones in the cause of Afrikan 
healing’. 
 
She lives in Altanta, Georgia with 
her daughter Dzifa and grand 
children 
 
For further information, please 
contact: 
 
Emmanuel Amevor 
 
Centerprise Trust Ltd 
136/8 Kingsland High St 
London E8 2NS 
Tel.  020 7254 9632 
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‘This is also a 

fantastic           

opportunity to 

listen to the key 

players of the 

Dutch book 

chain talk about 

their industry…’ �
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The Booksellers Association of the 
UK and Ireland working group on 
the Digitization of Content, has 
produced a second report called 
Embracing the Digital Age. 
 
According to the Booksellers  
Association©s Digital Task Force, 
Publishers and booksellers risk 
being wiped out by external     
competition if they fail to capitalize 
on the benefits of digitization. The 
think tank lays into the book trade 
for its "alarming" failure to tackle 
collectively the digital future in its 
report Embracing the Digital Age.  

Written by BookData founder 
Francis Bennett and BIC chair 
Michael Holdsworth, along with a 
high-level working group, the 
report criticizes publishers and 
retailers alike for not fully explor-
ing the digital sector.  
 
"The apparent reluctance within the 
industry to explore this [digital] 
opportunity serves no one©s     
interests," the report says. 
"However hard it may be, the book 
trade needs to put its collective 
energy into managing its own  

future to take advantage of the    
opportunities." 
 
A fresh raft of research into     
consumer trends is proposed by the 
report, as well as a conference 
where publishers and retailers can 
have a "coherent debate about     
digitisation and the future". The 
report also proposes that BIC cre-
ates new standards for digital mar-
keting, and that booksellers should 
have an online presence. You can 
download the entire report for free 
on: www.booksellers.org.uk 
 

Philips’          e-reader, eliminating 
the Kindle as a choice due to the fact 
that PDF files cannot be read on the 
device.    
 

According to Wandenberghe, the 
lack of organisation among the con-
tent providers on the French market 
also presents an obstacle and there is 
a real need for a single platform. 
Suppliers exist, such as mobi-
pocket.com and numilog.com, but 
they sometimes sell on content to 
each other, thereby keeping  control 
over their competitor’s client’s 
choices. A precise economic model 
still has to be set up.  Some publish-
ers have also offerd to provide book-
shops with live  downloadable ver-
sions of their production. 
 

Pascal Wandenberghe emphasises 
that e-books will be neither a revolu-

tion nor a flop. The paper book will 
remain as it is emotionally tied to 
literacy works.   
 
The e-book will simply provide 
consumers with another choice. The 
real danger lies in the willingness of 
some players to create rightholder 
formats and negotiate exclusivity 
with       publishers, which seems to 
be the option of Amazon.com in the 
United States. In this situation, the 
choice for the customer to buy 
wherever they want would be anni-
hilated, which according to Mr. 
Wandenberghe “ is contrary to the 
rules of commerce and to individual 
freedom”.   

 
(Source: IBF Newsletter) 

As Payot Librairie prepares to com-
mercialise the e-book, its  Director 
General, Pascal          Wanden-
berghe, highlights the challenges of 
such a move and emphasises that 
change is essential and does mean 
the death of the paper book. 

 

E-books are currently not widely 
available in the francophone world 
but Payot Librairie has been    
studying the market closely,    wait-
ing for the right moment to convert 
to the latest technological revolution 
that has emerged in the book world. 
In the future, download terminals 
may even be installed in the chain’s 
bookshops. But for the moment, 
Payot      Librairie  is moving at its 
own pace and is more concerned 
with doing it right than doing it 
now. Regarding the device, Payot is 
hesitating  between the Sony and 

Embracing the Digital Age 
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Guerrillas 
War and Peace in Central America 
Dirk Kruijt 
  
‘Lucidly written, exceptionally well-informed and admirably honest, this study provides a remarkable 
portrait of a generation radicalized to the point at which armed struggle was an inevitable duty. Through 
his interviews with comandantes and regular fighters, Dirk Kruijt has built a vividly illustrated work of 
contemporary history.' - James Dunkerley, School of Advanced Study, University of London  

Acts of Citizenship 
Engin F. Isin and Greg M. Nielsen 
 
©Acts of Citizenship is itself an exuberant, star tling, act of social theory about the acts that create and transform our  
bonds as citizens. The names of Derr ida, Levinas, and Agamben fly from the pages, along with a range of figures such as 
the Tank Man of Tiananmen square, Socrates, Seneca and Pat Tillman. This is the book to read if you want to know 
where social theory is now.' - Stephen Turner, University of Southern Florida  

Making Space for Indigenous Feminism 
Edited by Joyce Green 

This book is by and about Indigenous feminists, whose work demonstrates a powerful and original intellectual 
and political contribution demonstrating that feminism has much to offer Indignenous women in their struggles 
against oppression and for equality. 

The New Development Management 
Critiquing the Dual Modernization  
Sadhvi Dar and Bill Cooke 
 
'Critical thinking on the intersection between development and management studies is a rarity. From 
amongst those engaged in such thinking, the leading light and the rising star have combined forces to 
edit this outstanding collection. It should provoke debate amongst academics in both fields, as well as 
amongst development practitioners and policy makers, and will no doubt become a classic statement of 
what is at stake in the immensely complex and hugely important politics concealed within the apparently 
innocuous term "development management" .' - Christopher Grey, University of Warwick 
 

CUBA 
 
Fidel Castro has announced that he will not accept another term as president, after 49 years in power. On ImperialistGlobalization (2006) collects two 
speeches which critically - and wittily - analyse the workings of the imperialist world order, manifested in ever new forms of economic exploitation, at-
tacks on national sovereignty, cultural subjugation and military aggression 

CHINA 
 
As the Olympic Games publicity gains momentum, so has scrutiny of China's activities at home and abroad. China in  Africa (2007) examines the ethical, 
political and economic implications of China's massive investment in African projects. 
 
'In this short and readable book, Chris Alden provides a clear overview of China's involvment with Africa, a relationship that is having a huge 
impact both on the country and the continent' - The Economist 

THE MONEY MARKETS 
 
As the subprime mortgage crisis causes people to question the structures and workings of the global economy, Harry Shutt's The Trouble  with Capitalism 
(1998) has never been more pertinent. The book is a startling account of the vast sleight of hand at the heart of the world financial system. 
 
'Shutt is one of the few to expose capitalism’s lies and imper fections, faults that cr itically threaten our  democratic survival.'  - Publishers Weekly 

DARFUR 
 
In May 2008 we will publish the new edition of Darfur, updating the best-selling 2005 book to nearly twice its original size with a wealth of new first-hand 
research .  
 
'This br illiant book is essential reading for  anyone seeking to understand the complex history of Dar fur  and how the very name became synonymous with 
suffer ing.'  - Mia Farrow  
 
'The best introduction is 'Dar fur : A Shor t History of a Long War ' by Julie Flint and Alex de Waal...their  accounts are as readable as they are tragic' - Nicho-
las D. Kristof in The New York Review of Books  

Latest News from Zed Books 
March  2008				
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The Bookshop Manager  
Moi University Bookshop 
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ASSOCIATION  ( NBA ) FULL  
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AMOUNT:(Please tick what is applicable) 
  
NBA:  US$100    
 
ASSOCIATE MEMBER: US$ 100    
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PLEASE SUPPLY FOLLOWING DETAILS TO 
ENABLE US CONTACT YOU REGARDING 
YOUR SUBSCRIPTION. 
  
TEL:………………………………………………….  
 
 
 FAX: ……………………………………………….. 
  
 
EMAIL: ……………………………………………. 
  
 
 
 
 
  
 

  
MODE OF PAYMENT. 
  
PLEASE TICK AS APPROPRIATE 
  
TELEGRAPHIC MONEY TRANSFER  [     ] 
BANK DRAFT      [      ] 
CREDIT CARD     [      ] 
TYPE OF CREDIT CARD :  VISA  [     ]  AMERICAN EXPRESS   [     ]     
MASTER CARD / EURO 
                                                CARD  [     ]   DINNERS CARD   [     ] 
  
CARD NUMBER:……………………………………………………………. 
  
  
  
CARD EXPIRY DATE   :……………………………………………... 
  
  
  
SIGNATURE: ………………………..       DATE:……………… 
  
   
FOR PAYMENT MODES 1 AND 3 PLEASE MAKE YOUR PAY-
MENTS TO THE ACCOUNT OF: 
  
PAN AFRICAN BOOKSELLERS ASSOCIATION (PABA) 
ACCOUNT NO.  0780510000006052 
ZANACO SAVERS ACCOUNT 
C/O ZAMBIA NATIONAL COMMERCIAL BANK PLC 
MANDA HILL BRANCH 
P.O. BOX 39546, 
LUSAKA, ZAMBIA 
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Pan Afr ican Booksellers’ Association 
PABA Treasurer Address: C/o UNZA  BOX 32379  

LUSAKA , ZAMBIA. Tel: +260 01 294690 
Email: hudsonunene@qbooks.com  or  

   hudsonunene@yahoo.com 

NB: 
Please use this invoice to make your payment for your National Booksellers  
Association Membership and individual bookshop subscription to PABA Treasurer. 

(Thank you for supporting PABA) 

PABA MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTION: INVOICE 


